
Hands full       Nairobi, June 2021 
 

Dear Friends, 

Over the last few months, we have had the privilege of seeing God wonderfully at work here 

in Nairobi. Thank you for your prayers and support our ministry. We hope you are also 

encouraged as you read a little of what is happening here. 

Lockdown over Easter 

Kenya had a second lockdown over Easter, during which schools and churches were closed. 

During this time, Peter and Ephraim (our assistants from iServe Africa) began regular visits to 

our local slum. They found groups of children on the street and shared Bible stories. With 

schools closed, and parents either at work or absent, these children are at risk of various social 

ills. Solomon (one of our church 

members) has a real burden to help 

these children by introducing them to 

Jesus. He, Peter and Ephraim began a 

weekly Bible story time for the 

children, in addition to the Bible study 

which happens at Solomon’s house. 

When lockdown ended and we were 

able to meet for church again, we had 

double the number of children coming 

than we did before lock-down! 

Growing numbers  

We now have 80 children coming for church and 

Sunday school. A few of them have started 

bringing their mothers, and we now have 20 or so 

adults attending, plus a few on zoom. Our house 

is full and most of the children sit in the garden. 

The pressure on space and the need to observe 

social distancing mean that we have decided to 

add a Sunday school before the service for 

younger kids.  They can then go home, leaving 

more space for older kids, families and adults 

who want to attend church.  Please pray that we 

would have enough helpers and energy to run this ministry. We are thankful for two girls who 

are training to be teachers and are excellent with the kids, but still need more mature 

Christians who can help. Please pray for me (Rachel) as I prepare the lessons each week and 

begin to plan some training for Sunday school teachers. Give thanks for Peter and Ephraim 

who are getting alongside some of the boys and visiting their families in the slum. 

Peter sharing the word with some children in the slums 

Visiting Solomon and his family to offer a birthday cake for his little 
daughter that Rachel baked 



Venue hunting 

The hunt for a venue continues and we are currently exploring the possibility of leasing a 

piece of land. It has nothing on it and so would need some initial investment to put up a tent, 

a store room and toilets as well as electricity and water connection. Pray that, if it is the right 

place, the owners might agree to lease the land to us and at an affordable price. 

New believers 

Praise the Lord for what he is doing in the lives of these individuals:  

• The son of one of our church families is currently preparing for baptism. His Japanese mother 

was baptised 3 years ago, and she comes faithfully with her 3 children. 

• Esther is a single mother from the slum who has been attending Bible studies at Solomon’s 

house. She recently asked about church membership, admitting that she has back-slidden but 

would like to recommit her life to Christ. 

• A neighbour who used to come to a Christianity Explored course in our home recently got back 

in touch. She has had a baby, lost her job and split up with her boyfriend and all this has led 

her to read her Bible and various Christian books. She now understands that we are saved by 

grace, and not by our good works, and she would like to be baptised. She has joined the zoom 

Bible studies which Kip’ runs and would like to join the church. 

Please pray for these young Christians, and for us as we seek to help them grow. 

Family News 

Schools were allowed to open after Easter and Ezra has been 

delighted to join Elijah at his primary school. Susanna and Bethany 

continue with home-schooling and enjoy playing together. 

Our Malagasy friend, Bako, is still with us, having needed 3 

operations to restore her eyesight. She is now waiting for 

Madagascar to open its borders so that she can go home. She is 

very grateful for her time here as, without it, she would be blind.  

Thank you again for your support and friendship. We had hoped 

to visit the UK this summer but since Kenya is on the red list, this 

is not going to be possible. Instead, we would love to catch up on 

zoom with as many of you as we can. Please do get in touch if you 

would like to do this. 

Blessings in Christ 

Kip’, Rachel, Elijah, Ezra, Susanna and Bethany  

For more about our work see http://www.ufm.org.uk/member/kip-and-rachel-chelashaw/ 

For regular news by WhatsApp, contact Kip’ on Tel +254 722 772 700 

To unsubscribe from this newsletter, just ask! 

Ezra thrilled to be joining Elijah at 
the Christian school 
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