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DEAR FRIENDS...
I love a challenge ! Here’s two .... get 
praying & get the church where you serve 
praying.

Personally, I am ashamed at the paucity of 
my prayer life. I can’t use the excuse of lack 
of time, I find plenty of time to do other 
things. Didn’t one preacher say, ‘Facebook 
is God’s gift to us to show us that we do 
have time to pray’?

In terms of the church, it concerns me 
that we settle for less than we should. We 
get some people to the prayer meeting 
& we feel encouraged, even though most 
people have stayed at home. There are, of 
course, many opportunities to pray & we 
mustn’t be too precious about the ‘formal’ 
opportunities on the church calendar but 
surely the prayer meeting is unmissable?! 

Some words of Paul in Philippians have 
recently made me think about our prayer 
life, both individually & corporately. 

In chapter 1 verses 18-19 Paul, writing 
from prison, says, ‘Yes, and I will continue 
to rejoice, for I know that through your 
prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit 

of Jesus Christ what 
has happened to me 
will turn out for my 
deliverance.’ 

Do you see? Paul is helped in prison by the 
prayers of the Christians in Philippi. Their 
prayers changed Paul’s prison experience.

This applies in all kinds of circumstances 
but perhaps particularly in the context 
of Christians in prison. There are many 
thousands of Jesus’ disciples in prison all 
over the world; the prayers of the Christian 
church for them will change their prison 
experience.

It must also apply in our gospel partnership 
with one another and between our 
churches. We often say that we need one 
another, we especially need one another’s 
prayers. Our prayers for one another will 
keep us in all kinds of circumstances. 

Our God is that amazing, he answers our 
prayers.

So let’s pray !

The North West Partnership is a registered charity no. 1104423.  
Trustees: Paul Baxendale, Mark Cawson, Alan Kellard, 

Maurice McCracken, Tim Hanson, Brian Elfick and Gerry Straker.

Tim Hanson 
Chair of NWGP
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At the beginning of September the 
Trustees met to discuss and revisit the 
vision and purpose of the partnership and 
I talked about this at the recent Central 
Leaders Meeting .

We also agreed to call ourselves the  
North West Gospel Partnership. 

1. To make it explicit what it is that we are 
partners in

2. To bring us into alignment with many 
of the other ‘Gospel Partnerships’ 
around the country.

We agreed on a purpose statement to 
articulate why the Partnership exists:

We work together towards local 
churches proclaiming Christ in every 
community in the North West for the 
glory of God

“We work together” - It is a partnership – 
we want to value and prize our partnership. 

“towards” - We want to convey the idea of 
this always being a work in progress

“local churches” - The Partnership exists 
to serve the local church not the other way 
round, local churches are the means God 
uses to reach the lost. 

“proclaiming Christ” - The gospel is a 
message of good news about Jesus Christ 
– his person and work. God brings people 
to salvation as we proclaim Jesus Christ in 
the power of the Spirit because there is no 
other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved.

“In every community” - This serves to 
remind us of just how huge the task is, 

precisely why partnership is therefore 
so important and of course it raises the 
question – how? It means we inevitably 
need to think about strategy.

“For the glory of God”  - It is both the 
underlying motive and ultimate purpose 
why we do what we do. 

To accomplish this, we want to help each 
other to Plant, Revitalise, Persevere, Mature 
and Train:

Plant - We want to foster a culture that 
encourages and enthuses about church 
planting. At a more local regional level 
that we partner together to identify areas 
in which there is a need for a church 
plant, that we consult and communicate 
with one another and where possible and 
appropriate share resources  

Revitalise - There are many existing 
churches in our region in need of 
revitalisation, a clearer biblical ministry and 
gospel renewal. We can partner together to 
identify opportunities for this. Revitalisation 
ministry can be particularly hard work 
and bruising and there is a great need to 
encourage and develop good regional 
support.

Persevere - Faithful gospel ministry is hard 
work and partnership in the gospel is vital 
so that we might encourage and exhort 
one another to keep on keeping on.

Mature - As Christians and as local 
churches, we proclaim Christ so that we 
might come to maturity in him (Col 1:28)

Train - According to Jesus in Matthew 9, 
the problem is not the size of the harvest 
but that the workers are few. 

A NEW NAME 
FOR A NEW VISION
Mark unpacks some recent decisions about the vision for the partnership
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A great priority for the North West Gospel 
Partnership is praying for, encouraging and 
seeking to raise up and train more workers 
for the harvest field. 

Culture of NWGP

I also talked about the kind of ‘culture’ that 
we want to foster in the NWGP. 

Isaiah 37v31 “and the surviving remnant 
of the house of Judah shall again take root 
downwards and bear fruit upwards.”

We thought about that dynamic or 
principle that to bear fruit upwards, you 
need deep roots downwards, - deep roots 
lead to plentiful fruit.

I want us as a partnership to encourage, 
seek to foster and nourish roots that sink 
down deeply into the Sovereignty, the 
Grace and the Word of God.

The Sovereignty of God

I would love this to be something that 
characterises and shapes the culture of 
NWGP – a love for and deep trust in and 
faith in the sovereignty of God.

This undermines a tendency to 
workaholism and driveness and/or despair 
in gospel ministry. It liberates and begins 
to pour deep-rooted joy into our hearts. If 
we are committed to the gospel cause we 
are investing our lives in the one cause that 
cannot fail. Jesus will build his Church, the 
earth will be filled with the knowledge of 
the glory of the Lord, all that he purposes 
will come to pass and cannot fail. Our hope 
lies in him and not us.

The Grace of God

Is it not true that we can preach the gospel 
of grace to others more easily than we 
can preach it to ourselves? And there is 
something about sinners involved in gospel 
ministry that can cause us to preach grace 
whilst living and ministering ourselves in 
the grip of legalism?

I don’t want to ever tire of helping us to 
remind each other:

• God is for us and not against us, - even 
when you mess up, 

• God loves us because he loves us not 
because you have to make yourself 
lovable, 

• There is no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ not because you are 
sinless but because the condemnation 
for your sin has already fallen on 
another, 

• There is nothing in all creation that can 
ever separate us from the love of God 
that is ours in Christ Jesus  - nothing 
period. 

And because we believe in a big gospel 
with a big saviour full of big grace – we can 
dare to or ought to dare to acknowledge 
real sin and real struggles with sin. And 
because we are people who have received 
grace upon grace – that also characterises 
how we relate and interact with one 
another and with others.

The Word of God

God has spoken definitively and 
authoritatively and so our partnership is 
rooted in this: a shared commitment to the 
word of God.

Therefore part of what characterises the 
culture of the NWGP is faith – an expectant 
faith in God’s promises and the power of 
the gospel, that neither gives into despair 
nor a dysfunctional self confidence.

Although there are 7 million people in our 
region, most of whom do not know Jesus – 
we are committed to helping each other go 
on expectantly proclaiming Christ for their 
salvation. As William Carey famously said 
we are to expect great things from God 
and so attempt great things for God.

Mark Pickles
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My wife and I first met at a NWGP Ministry 
training course at St Andrew’s, Leyland. 
We did not know then that we would end 
up married and church planting just up 
the road! As we learnt on those training 
days, “hooray for Jesus” and all he has 
subsequently done (I cringed and smiled 
while writing that!).

Christ Central Preston started a few years 
ago with six people gathered around a 
kitchen table in an ex-council house in 
Preston. We are still all friends (thank you 
Lord), 2 of us are elders and we have 
outgrown a couple of subsequent meeting 
places. And that growth has not only been 
through having babies, as millennials tend 
to! We’ve had the privilege of seeing the 
gospel go to work in people’s lives. This 
included one lady who first came along to 
a curry night and then a Sunday afternoon 
meeting at our house. She was not a 
Christian. I’d just preached on Colossians 
1:24. She approached me after the meeting 
and said “I know exactly what you mean 
about suffering for Jesus, as soon as I told 
my friends I was coming to church they had 
a go at me and made fun of me.” She now 
loves Jesus, leads worship and co-leads 
student work. 

Another curry night brought another 
future leader along. He sat with a few of us 
around a fire in our back garden. I think we 
were talking about predestination, amongst 
other seeker sensitive (cough, clear throat) 

topics. This was a pivotal moment for 
this man as he realised that men actually 
existed who loved Jesus and dealt with 
deep truths of Scripture. That occasion 
summed up well what we as a church 
try to major on. We try to be really clear 
about who Jesus is and we really value 
people being friends. We want people to 
understand the Bible for themselves and to 
grow to maturity in their walk with Christ. 
The gentleman above was the first person 
we had the privilege of baptising and now 
leads extensively in a number of areas in 
the church.

We are very grateful for all that God 
has done so far amongst us. And that 
gratefulness is not only for the successes 
but also the trials and pains. Church 
planting is really hard. It can well be 
described as spiritual street fighting. It’s 
messy and difficult. We are small and 
vulnerable. We always need more workers. 
God uses these struggles to transform us to 
be more like Christ. What a God we have. 
It is a great encouragement to partner with 
like-minded churches who love the gospel. 
So we are delighted to be part of the North 
West Gospel Partnership.

www.christcentralpreston.co.uk

Andy Williams

NEW PARTNER: 
CHRIST CENTRAL, PRESTON
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NEW PARTNER: 
CHRIST CENTRAL, PRESTON

I’m from Lancashire, and 
I never really left, having 
not done the whole university 
thing. In my early twenties I became a 
Christian at Bridge Chapel in Liverpool 
after hearing the gospel from my small 
group leaders Steve and Paul (now pastors 
at Cornerstone). Shortly after I gave my 
life to Jesus, I moved to Preston because 
of work, and became a member of All 
Saints Church. A few years later I became 
a trainee there and did the NWGPTC for 
two years. After this I was sponsored by 
Blackburn Diocese to train for ordained 
ministry in the CofE.

The big question for me was where 
and how to train. Being from the North 
West, and not having the same social 
background as perhaps the stereotypical 
Oak Hill student would, I was apprehensive 
about the idea of training there. However, 
certainly for an Anglican ordinand, I believe 
that there is nowhere else to train that 
would provide such a robustly evangelical 
theological education. I did struggle a little 
culturally at Oak Hill, but the godly men 
and women I was trained by, and trained 
alongside, made college a really positive 
experience for me. Even though I did have 
to live in London for three years.

Now, I’m back in Lancashire, and I’m 
a curate in Blackburn Diocese. I live in 
Clayton Brook, and the parish where I 
serve includes Clayton Brook Community 
Church, and St John’s Whittle-le-Woods. I 
am so grateful to God for the opportunity 
to serve him and the people of this 
community, and for the training he has 
provided for me. Both through the NWGP 
and through Oak Hill.

Paul Davies

My name is Paul Bye, and 
with my family, I serve the 
Lord on the Fylde Coast between Preston 
and Blackpool. I lead a Church of England 
church in a place called Ansdell and 
Fairhaven. If you’ve ever seen the Royal 
Lytham Golf Club on TV, we are close to 
the 9th hole! 

I am so thankful to God for the ministry 
of the North West Gospel Partnership in 
my own life. Back in 2004-2006, I was a 
student in the second cohort of the Ministry 
Training Course. The input I received then, 
both in terms of the modules taught, and 
the shaping that came from the preaching 
groups, continues to help, sustain and 
equip me in gospel ministry now. In fact, 
I still go back to some of my MTC notes 
more than some of my Bible college ones!

I also greatly value the ongoing support 
of local members of the Partnership in 
the revitalisation ministry we are involved 
in here. Our prayer is to see a gospel 
centred Parish Church, building on God’s 
work in the past, and seeking new paths 
forward for Christ. Ministry has not always 
been easy, but we are encouraged as we 
see God’s work in the lives of different 
individuals. While as a church almost all 
would not know of the NWGP, my hope 
is some members will be able to access 
its resources in the coming years. The 
encouragement to keep on keeping on, is 
something I appreciate from my Partnership 
connections.

Prayer point: Please pray for a spiritual 
hunger amongst us all at St Paul’s

Paul Bye

Previous Ministry Training Course Students share their stories. 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
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Finding somewhere to park on a match day 
can be hard work around here! 

Located in a deprived community less than 
a mile from Goodison Park, and just over 
a mile from Anfield, is Ebenezer Chapel. 
Planted in 1926, this once thriving church 
has experienced significant decline over 
the last few decades, leaving around 15 
mostly elderly members. 

After a number of conversations between 
leaders at Ebenezer with Christ Church 
Liverpool and Cornerstone Church 
Liverpool, a team of 14 adults were sent 
out from Christ Church with the aim of 
revitalising and renewing the church.

We’ve made some significant changes to 
the way the church meets on a Sunday, 
with an emphasis on being a church family 
gathering to hear God speak through the 
preaching of the Word. We met together 
for our first Sunday in this new format on 
Sunday 12th May and we’ve continued 
to experience God’s help in our first few 
months as a new church family. We’re 
just about 5 months in now and we’re 
encouraged by the evidences of God’s 
grace among us: 

Fringe members returning: Some people 
who left the church a while ago have 
returned and seem to be making steps 
forward as Christians. 

New people joining: A handful of new 
people have joined us having recently 
moved in to the local area. We’ve also seen 
some of the families connected through the 
youth outreach begin to attend sporadically 
on Sunday mornings. 

Unbelievers exploring Jesus: every week 
we have had people who aren’t Christians 
joining us on Sundays and hearing the 
gospel, a handful of whom are seriously 
considering the message about Jesus. 

Growing diverse community: It’s been 
more than 20 years since there were any 
small children in the church. There’s now 
a growing group of kids every Sunday, 
including a couple of newborn babies! 
When health allows our oldest member 
to attend, we range from 0-95 years old, 
with nearly 10 nationalities represented - a 
brilliant testimony to the way Jesus brings 
people together as family. 

It’s still very early days, and there are 
obviously significant challenges that lie 
ahead of us as we seek to revitalise the 
church. To that end, we would love you to 
pray for God’s ongoing help. 

• Inwardly, that we would grow in love 
for one another and unity in Christ. 

• Outwardly, that we’d make the most 
of evangelistic opportunities through 
the youth outreach and the parent & 
toddlers group, and begin growing 
local connections as team members 
move into the community. 

We’d love to welcome you if you’re 
interested in joining us on this revitalisation 
adventure in North Liverpool! 

Pete Gower

REVITALISATION
Renewal at Ebenezer Chapel, Walton
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Warrington is one of the great towns in our 
region, with a population of 250,000 and 
growing. It has also undergone significant 
regeneration in the last decade and, with 
its excellent transport links, is increasingly a 
commuter hub for young people working in 
Manchester and Liverpool.

It is a town in clear need of more churches. 
Proportionately fewer people attend church 
in Warrington than the rest of the region, 
and there is no NWGP church of any kind 
in the town. Bible-believing Christians 
from Warrington travel as far as Hartford, 
Knutsford, Liverpool and Leyland for 
church. We want to change that.

The Lord has gone before us

It has been on the hearts of many in the 
NWGP to try some kind of initiative in 
Warrington since 2005, with repeated 
explorations of possibilities in 2006, 
2008, 2011, 2013 and 2015 – all without 
immediate effect. All this time, a small 
group of believers have been meeting 
fortnightly, asking the Lord of the harvest to 
send workers.

In the last couple of years, church 
leaders from the NWGP, ReNew, Chester 
Association and Holy Trinity Platt have all 
looked at the challenge again and with a 
fresh appetite to work towards something 
happening. St Philemon’s Toxteth, recently 
raised over £18,000 as seed money, and St 
Peter’s Harold Wood just gave £1,000 to 
help also.

We believe that this time might be the 
Lord’s timing for a new church to be 
planted.

What’s happening?

At the moment we are pulling on several 
levers at the same time.

• A monthly prayer meeting is acting as 
a kind of proto-church, and we hope it 
gathers momentum with new potential 
church members each month.

• We are in discussions with the Church 
of England, exploring whether they 
can help with a house for the lead-
planter as the church is likely to be 
Anglican.

• We are in discussion with 3 or 4 
potential lead-planters.

• We are talking to churches about 
making financial commitments to the 
new plant for the first 3 years.

How to get involved

If this plant works, it will be because lots 
of different people and churches did what 
they could. Here’s how you can play a part:

• Pray: for regular prayer updates, 
please email me and I will add you to 
the list.

• Give: the plant is likely to need 
£250,000 over the first three years. 
Can you talk to your church about 
getting behind this?

• Join: is this something you would 
want to be part of? Or do you know 
someone you could recruit? How 
about visiting the monthly prayer 
meeting just to take a look?

For more information, I would love to 
hear from you: brian@stphilemons.co.uk. 
Thanks.

Brian Elfick

CHURCH PLANT
A clear gospel need for a new church for Warrington
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www.ninethirtyeight.org/maximise

 ninethirtyeight     ninethirtyeight 

d a t e  2 – 4  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 0    v e n u e  H i g h  L e i g h

A  C O N F E R E N C E  F O R  M I N I S T R Y  T R A I N E E S ,  
T R A I N E R S  &  A N Y O N E  C O N S I D E R I N G  G O S P E L  W O R K

y o u r  g o s p e l  m i n i s t r y

Saturday 25th April 2020  •  St Clement’s Church Manchester

Joyful Noise 
Singing together as the local church

for more info. visit

Northwestpartnership.com NWPMUSICMINISTRY
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www.ninethirtyeight.org/maximise

 ninethirtyeight     ninethirtyeight 

d a t e  2 – 4  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 0    v e n u e  H i g h  L e i g h

A  C O N F E R E N C E  F O R  M I N I S T R Y  T R A I N E E S ,  
T R A I N E R S  &  A N Y O N E  C O N S I D E R I N G  G O S P E L  W O R K

y o u r  g o s p e l  m i n i s t r y
We asked Aled what it’s like to be a leader, Daniel what it’s like to be a member and Robin 
what it’s like to be a church leader who sends members on a Sound Holiday camp. 
Here’s what they said:

PRAISE GOD FOR ANOTHER 
GREAT YEAR OF HOLIDAYS

Aled: Every May half term, a small group 
of people gather at Denstone Prep School 
in Uttoxeter (formerly known as Smallwood 
Manor) for a week of craziness, fun, much 
coffee (for leaders!) and most importantly: 
sharing Jesus. 

My wife Jo and I have been part of the 
Buzz@Smallwood Manor since 2015, 
and it really is a highlight of our year. 
It’s a residential camp for 8-11s, lasting 
from Tuesday till Friday, set in a beautiful 
location, in order to serve local churches in 
the North West by teaching their children 
from the Bible. 

We do all sorts of fun things: from leaders 
hiding in trees dressed as pirates, children 
playing all sorts of games, even to our own 
song based on our love for Dave Casson! 
One of the things I love about The Buzz is 
our teaching programme: we often cover 
some of the harder topics from scripture, 
but in such a way as to make them clear 
and accessible. For example, last year, we 

Offering great Christian holidays 

for young people aged 8-18  

full of fun and faithful Bible teaching 

We asked Aled what it’s like to be a leader, Daniel what it’s like to be a member and Robin what 
it’s like to be a church leader who sends members on a Sound Holiday camp.  

Here’s what they said: 

Quinta this year was amazing! I was so excited to be going back for my second year. I 
was able to catch up with old friends and make new ones, loads of helpful teaching and 

great activities.  
Each day we have a group bible study and one big meeting. We looked at the gospel of Luke and 
parables such as the Kingdom Party- where we have the choice to accept the invitation or reject 
it. 
The place is amazing with fields, tennis courts, a pond for kayaking and, of course, a place to eat 
delicious food. Activities include surf the plastic (one of my favourites), frisbee golf, go carting, 
kayaking and new ones this year, paddle boarding and paint balling. Whole camp activities are the 
wide game, camp fire and ENTS etc. 
I enjoyed hanging out with old friends and making new ones. It was great to see people I knew 
from the Buzz. We also got on really well with the leaders and AL’s. 
Another great time of camp is chill time- we do a lot of activities! We can chill in our dorms or do 
things like play games outside. This also gives time to contact home and see how they are doing. 
Overall, I really enjoyed Quinta and think it is a great camp where we can read and learn from 
God’s word and catch up with friends. I can’t wait to go back next year. 

We sent our teenagers to the Vibe again this year (one of them was my daughter 
which meant I wasn’t allowed to go!) Every single young person came back encour-

aged in their walk with Jesus. Some have come back fired up to live for Him; others have come 
back clearer on why they need to take Him seriously; all of them came back having had a brilliant 
holiday. 
A group of our girls had been finding it hard to follow Jesus in their day to day lives and were 
struggling to be a part of the local church. I was preaching the Sunday after they returned. As I 
looked out I noticed they were on their phones. I gave it a couple of minutes more but they re-
mained on their phones. At this point I felt I had to say something: ‘Girls, please can you put your 
phones away?’ ‘But we’re taking notes on your sermon, Robin!’ And they were! I have been mas-
sively encouraged by the change in all of them since they have come back. 
I asked the boys who went what I should write. One of them said, ‘Best week of a young Chris-
tian’s life’! The aqua park and the food were highlights, but that was after I pushed them for spe-
cific activities. For each the highlight was meeting Jesus afresh in His Word. 
Another encouragement is that they are really keen to meet up with their friends at Sound in 
November and the friendships they have forged, I’m praying, will be those that last and continue 
to encourage them. I love what this residential has done in their lives and continue to give thanks 
for it. They are already looking forward to next year! 

Every May half term, a small group of people gather at Denstone Prep School in     
Uttoxeter (formerly known as Smallwood Manor) for a week of craziness, fun, much 

coffee (for leaders!) and most importantly: sharing Jesus.  
My wife Jo and I have been part of the Buzz@Smallwood Manor since 2015, and it really is a high-
light of our year. It’s a residential camp for 8-11s, lasting from Tuesday till Friday, set in a beautiful 
location, in order to serve local churches in the North West by teaching their children from the 
Bible.  
We do all sorts of fun things: from leaders hiding in trees dressed as pirates, children playing all 
sorts of games, even to our own song based on our love for Dave Casson! One of things I love 
about The Buzz is our teaching programme: we often cover some of the harder topics from scrip-
ture, but in such a way as to make them clear and accessible. For example, last year, we did the 
book of Judges, and this year we’re looking at the Trinity.  
Our leadership team is like a family, we gel well and always welcome new members. It’s very 
much a strong team, with healthy banter and looking to serve one another. I’m convinced that 
leadership teams serving on camps is a strong taste of what the New Creation is going to look 
like!  
So why not join us? I can’t recommend it highly enough, you really need to come see it and expe-
rience the joy it is to serve this wonderful age group with the even more wonderful truth of Jesus 
Christ.  

Robin: 

Aled: 

Daniel: 

FOR MORE INFO: admin@soundholidays.org.uk 

How can you going to be involved? 

Please Pray 
for the work 

of Sound 
Holidays 

Please Send 
young  

people on 
Sound Holidays 

Please Send 
leaders  

on  
Sound Holidays 

Please Give 
to the  

bursary 
scheme 

WWW.SOUNDHOLIDAYS.ORG.UK 

Praise God for another year of great year of holidays 

Daniel: Quinta this year was amazing! I was 
so excited to be going back for my second 
year. I was able to catch up with old friends 
and make new ones, loads of helpful 
teaching and great activities. 

Each day we have a group bible study and 
one big meeting. We looked at the gospel 
of Luke and parables such as the Kingdom 
Party- where we have the choice to accept 
the invitation or reject it.

Offering great Christian holidays 

for young people aged 8-18  

full of fun and faithful Bible teaching 

We asked Aled what it’s like to be a leader, Daniel what it’s like to be a member and Robin what 
it’s like to be a church leader who sends members on a Sound Holiday camp.  

Here’s what they said: 

Quinta this year was amazing! I was so excited to be going back for my second year. I 
was able to catch up with old friends and make new ones, loads of helpful teaching and 

great activities.  
Each day we have a group bible study and one big meeting. We looked at the gospel of Luke and 
parables such as the Kingdom Party- where we have the choice to accept the invitation or reject 
it. 
The place is amazing with fields, tennis courts, a pond for kayaking and, of course, a place to eat 
delicious food. Activities include surf the plastic (one of my favourites), frisbee golf, go carting, 
kayaking and new ones this year, paddle boarding and paint balling. Whole camp activities are the 
wide game, camp fire and ENTS etc. 
I enjoyed hanging out with old friends and making new ones. It was great to see people I knew 
from the Buzz. We also got on really well with the leaders and AL’s. 
Another great time of camp is chill time- we do a lot of activities! We can chill in our dorms or do 
things like play games outside. This also gives time to contact home and see how they are doing. 
Overall, I really enjoyed Quinta and think it is a great camp where we can read and learn from 
God’s word and catch up with friends. I can’t wait to go back next year. 

We sent our teenagers to the Vibe again this year (one of them was my daughter 
which meant I wasn’t allowed to go!) Every single young person came back encour-

aged in their walk with Jesus. Some have come back fired up to live for Him; others have come 
back clearer on why they need to take Him seriously; all of them came back having had a brilliant 
holiday. 
A group of our girls had been finding it hard to follow Jesus in their day to day lives and were 
struggling to be a part of the local church. I was preaching the Sunday after they returned. As I 
looked out I noticed they were on their phones. I gave it a couple of minutes more but they re-
mained on their phones. At this point I felt I had to say something: ‘Girls, please can you put your 
phones away?’ ‘But we’re taking notes on your sermon, Robin!’ And they were! I have been mas-
sively encouraged by the change in all of them since they have come back. 
I asked the boys who went what I should write. One of them said, ‘Best week of a young Chris-
tian’s life’! The aqua park and the food were highlights, but that was after I pushed them for spe-
cific activities. For each the highlight was meeting Jesus afresh in His Word. 
Another encouragement is that they are really keen to meet up with their friends at Sound in 
November and the friendships they have forged, I’m praying, will be those that last and continue 
to encourage them. I love what this residential has done in their lives and continue to give thanks 
for it. They are already looking forward to next year! 

Every May half term, a small group of people gather at Denstone Prep School in     
Uttoxeter (formerly known as Smallwood Manor) for a week of craziness, fun, much 

coffee (for leaders!) and most importantly: sharing Jesus.  
My wife Jo and I have been part of the Buzz@Smallwood Manor since 2015, and it really is a high-
light of our year. It’s a residential camp for 8-11s, lasting from Tuesday till Friday, set in a beautiful 
location, in order to serve local churches in the North West by teaching their children from the 
Bible.  
We do all sorts of fun things: from leaders hiding in trees dressed as pirates, children playing all 
sorts of games, even to our own song based on our love for Dave Casson! One of things I love 
about The Buzz is our teaching programme: we often cover some of the harder topics from scrip-
ture, but in such a way as to make them clear and accessible. For example, last year, we did the 
book of Judges, and this year we’re looking at the Trinity.  
Our leadership team is like a family, we gel well and always welcome new members. It’s very 
much a strong team, with healthy banter and looking to serve one another. I’m convinced that 
leadership teams serving on camps is a strong taste of what the New Creation is going to look 
like!  
So why not join us? I can’t recommend it highly enough, you really need to come see it and expe-
rience the joy it is to serve this wonderful age group with the even more wonderful truth of Jesus 
Christ.  

Robin: 

Aled: 

Daniel: 
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did the book of Judges, and this year we’re 
looking at the Trinity. 

Our leadership team is like a family, we gel 
well and always welcome new members. 
It’s very much a strong team, with healthy 
banter and looking to serve one another. 
I’m convinced that leadership teams 
serving on camps is a strong taste of what 
the New Creation is going to look like! 

So why not join us? I can’t recommend it 
highly enough, you really need to come 
and see it and experience the joy in serving 
this wonderful age group with the even 
more wonderful truth of Jesus Christ. 
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The place is amazing with fields, tennis 
courts, a pond for kayaking and, of 
course, a place to eat delicious food. 
Activities include surf the plastic (one of 
my favourites), frisbee golf, go carting, 
kayaking and new ones this year, paddle 
boarding and paint balling. Whole camp 
activities are the wide game, camp fire and 
ENTS etc.

I enjoyed hanging out with old friends 
and making new ones. It was great to see 
people I knew from the Buzz. We also got 
on really well with the leaders and AL’s.

Another great time of camp is chill time- we 
do a lot of activities! We can chill in our 
dorms or do things like play games outside. 
This also gives time to contact home and 
see how they are doing.

Overall, I really enjoyed Quinta and think 
it is a great camp where we can read and 
learn from God’s word and catch up with 
friends. I can’t wait to go back next year.

Robin: We sent our teenagers to the 
Vibe again this year (one of them was my 
daughter which meant I wasn’t allowed to 
go!) Every single young person came back 
encouraged in their walk with Jesus. Some 
have come back fired up to live for Him; 
others have come back clearer on why they 
need to take Him seriously; all of them 
came back having had a brilliant holiday.

A group of our girls had been finding it 
hard to follow Jesus in their day to day 
lives and were struggling to be a part 
of the local church. I was preaching the 
Sunday after they returned. As I looked 
out I noticed they were on their phones. I 
gave it a couple of minutes more but they 
remained on their phones. At this point I 
felt I had to say something: ‘Girls, please 
can you put your phones away?’ ‘But we’re 
taking notes on your sermon, Robin!’ 
And they were! I have been massively 
encouraged by the change in all of them 
since they have come back.

Offering great Christian holidays 

for young people aged 8-18  

full of fun and faithful Bible teaching 

We asked Aled what it’s like to be a leader, Daniel what it’s like to be a member and Robin what 
it’s like to be a church leader who sends members on a Sound Holiday camp.  

Here’s what they said: 

Quinta this year was amazing! I was so excited to be going back for my second year. I 
was able to catch up with old friends and make new ones, loads of helpful teaching and 

great activities.  
Each day we have a group bible study and one big meeting. We looked at the gospel of Luke and 
parables such as the Kingdom Party- where we have the choice to accept the invitation or reject 
it. 
The place is amazing with fields, tennis courts, a pond for kayaking and, of course, a place to eat 
delicious food. Activities include surf the plastic (one of my favourites), frisbee golf, go carting, 
kayaking and new ones this year, paddle boarding and paint balling. Whole camp activities are the 
wide game, camp fire and ENTS etc. 
I enjoyed hanging out with old friends and making new ones. It was great to see people I knew 
from the Buzz. We also got on really well with the leaders and AL’s. 
Another great time of camp is chill time- we do a lot of activities! We can chill in our dorms or do 
things like play games outside. This also gives time to contact home and see how they are doing. 
Overall, I really enjoyed Quinta and think it is a great camp where we can read and learn from 
God’s word and catch up with friends. I can’t wait to go back next year. 

We sent our teenagers to the Vibe again this year (one of them was my daughter 
which meant I wasn’t allowed to go!) Every single young person came back encour-

aged in their walk with Jesus. Some have come back fired up to live for Him; others have come 
back clearer on why they need to take Him seriously; all of them came back having had a brilliant 
holiday. 
A group of our girls had been finding it hard to follow Jesus in their day to day lives and were 
struggling to be a part of the local church. I was preaching the Sunday after they returned. As I 
looked out I noticed they were on their phones. I gave it a couple of minutes more but they re-
mained on their phones. At this point I felt I had to say something: ‘Girls, please can you put your 
phones away?’ ‘But we’re taking notes on your sermon, Robin!’ And they were! I have been mas-
sively encouraged by the change in all of them since they have come back. 
I asked the boys who went what I should write. One of them said, ‘Best week of a young Chris-
tian’s life’! The aqua park and the food were highlights, but that was after I pushed them for spe-
cific activities. For each the highlight was meeting Jesus afresh in His Word. 
Another encouragement is that they are really keen to meet up with their friends at Sound in 
November and the friendships they have forged, I’m praying, will be those that last and continue 
to encourage them. I love what this residential has done in their lives and continue to give thanks 
for it. They are already looking forward to next year! 

Every May half term, a small group of people gather at Denstone Prep School in     
Uttoxeter (formerly known as Smallwood Manor) for a week of craziness, fun, much 

coffee (for leaders!) and most importantly: sharing Jesus.  
My wife Jo and I have been part of the Buzz@Smallwood Manor since 2015, and it really is a high-
light of our year. It’s a residential camp for 8-11s, lasting from Tuesday till Friday, set in a beautiful 
location, in order to serve local churches in the North West by teaching their children from the 
Bible.  
We do all sorts of fun things: from leaders hiding in trees dressed as pirates, children playing all 
sorts of games, even to our own song based on our love for Dave Casson! One of things I love 
about The Buzz is our teaching programme: we often cover some of the harder topics from scrip-
ture, but in such a way as to make them clear and accessible. For example, last year, we did the 
book of Judges, and this year we’re looking at the Trinity.  
Our leadership team is like a family, we gel well and always welcome new members. It’s very 
much a strong team, with healthy banter and looking to serve one another. I’m convinced that 
leadership teams serving on camps is a strong taste of what the New Creation is going to look 
like!  
So why not join us? I can’t recommend it highly enough, you really need to come see it and expe-
rience the joy it is to serve this wonderful age group with the even more wonderful truth of Jesus 
Christ.  

Robin: 

Aled: 

Daniel: 
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I asked the boys who went what I should 
write. One of them said, ‘Best week of a 
young Christian’s life’! The aqua park and 
the food were highlights, but that was 
after I pushed them for specific activities. 
For each the highlight was meeting Jesus 
afresh in His Word.

Another encouragement is that they are 
really keen to meet up with their friends 
at Sound in November. I’m praying that 
these friendships they have forged will be 
those that last and continue to encourage 
them. I love what this residential has done 
in their lives and continue to give thanks for 
it. They are already looking forward to next 
year!
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Partnership is a joyful thing.

It’s striking that when the apostle Paul 
writes to the church in Philippi, he tells 
them that he prays with joy – because of 
their partnership in the gospel.  

For me, one of the joys of living and 
ministering in the North West for the 
past couple of decades has been to see 
the growth and development of gospel 
partnership between churches across the 
region.  I can still remember when the 
North West Gospel Partnership was a 
very small group of ministers, who could 
comfortably sit around one table.

These days the central leaders’ meeting is 
a bigger affair.  And it’s a joy to see people 
coming together from a wide range of 
churches.  Gone are the days when we 
all know each other because we trained 
together or because we’re the same age or 
from the same denomination.

And that’s one reason that I continue 
to make the central leaders’ meeting 
a priority.  That’s not to say it’s always 
straightforward: on the morning of a 
meeting, I can always think of plenty of 
reasons why my time might be better spent 
doing something else.   And of course, I 
reason to myself, I can always listen to the 
talk on the website later!

But I always come away grateful that I’ve 
made the effort to be there.  And it’s not 
just the content of the talks.  Yes, we’ve had 

CENTRAL MEETINGS

CENTRAL LEADERSHIP
some excellent content in recent meetings 
– how to preach the Psalms, joys and 
pressures in ministry, and Sabbath rest, for 
example.  

But apart from the upfront talks, the 
meeting is also a place to hear news of 
gospel initiatives across the region. It’s 
good to know about what’s happening in 
Crewe or Carlisle, even if I’m not directly 
involved in what churches there are doing.

More than that, it’s time to catch up with 
fellow church leaders.  At the last meeting, 
I was able to pray with someone going 
through a tricky patch with a couple on his 
leadership team – and to give thanks to 
God for the way that the gospel is bearing 
fruit in an unfashionable suburb of a big 
city in the region.  Over lunch a group of 
us talked about how we could support one 
another in gospel work in our particular 
area.

With 93 partner churches in the region, 
all committed to making Jesus known 
and loved in the North West, we have a 
partnership that is unique.  Our leaders’ 
meetings are one important way of staying 
in touch and encouraging one another to 
keep going in gospel ministry.  Look out 
for the next meeting – and come and share 
the joy!

Andrew Raynes
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Contact us Join in
2 Blackburne Place, Liverpool, L8 7PE
TEL 0151 703 1873
WEB www.northwestpartnership.com
EMAIL info@northwestpartnership.com
TWITTER NWPartnership
FACEBOOK North West Partnership

If you would like to support the 
NWGP and be kept up to date with 
the latest news and events, you can 
become a partner, as a church or an 
individual. For more information, 
please contact the office.


