
The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the LORD stands forever 

Nairobi, August 2020 

Dear friends, 

We all long to “get back to normal”, but here in Kenya the COVID 19 numbers are rising. 

Schools remain closed until 2021 and many churches, including ours, are still running on-line 

services due to government restrictions and obvious concerns. The kindergarten where our 

church meets is on sale, and the church is having to look for a new venue. The world is at sea, 

yet we trust that God is at work in and through the trials of this time.  

Life in a Nairobi Slum 

Life in the slums is tough at the best of times. After moving back to our neighbourhood slum 

following the closure of her university, one girl began sending us messages asking “Where is 

God?”, and “What does the Bible say about curses?”. Rachel has been meeting her in our 

garden and has learnt a lot about life in the slums. Her mother is sick, her father is absent, her 

older sisters are single parents, and her younger siblings have suffered various forms of abuse. 

The society she lives in is 

full of immorality, 

unkindness, jealousy, 

fear of witchcraft and 

shocking models of 

parenting. This girl is a 

believer and is seeking 

to do her best to steer 

her siblings in the way of 

righteousness. Yet she 

herself wishes she had 

wise and capable 

parents to guide her 

through life. It is often hard to know how to help, yet we are thankful for the Bible’s words of 

hope and encouragement. We asked some of you to pray for this young lady and, following 

this, it was wonderful to hear that she has been speaking the Scriptures to herself and finding 

strength to respond graciously to those who insult her and deal unjustly with her. Please pray 

for us as we seek to strengthen Christians like her and to find ways of reaching the many in 

our neighbourhood slum who live in darkness.  

Bible Study and Preparing for Church Planting 

With life being so unpredictable due to COVID, this may be a strange time to think of church 

planting. Yet smaller congregations are perhaps the best way to operate at the moment and 

may allow deeper discipleship and support for people like our friend from the slums. We have 

spoken with the church elders about planting in the New Year and would value your prayers 

for a clear and united vision as we seek God’s will together. May the church be growing and 
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building itself in love, as each part does its work (Ephesians 

3v16). Please pray for Kip’ as he shares our vision document 

with others and begins to look for a suitable venue for us and 

for the existing church. 

We are thankful for the deep discussions we have been having 

with our Bible study group, and we pray that some members 

of this study would join us in planting a local church that 

would reach out with the life-changing good news about 

Jesus. 

BLM, TV appearances and family plays 

Black Lives Matter (BLM) has gained much traction on 

social media here in Kenya, and we have been surprised 

to hear many, including Christian friends, saying that 

America should burn. Given the horrible reports of police 

brutality here in Kenya, the history of tribal violence and 

the many injustices against the poor, Kip’ has spoken into 

these issues both on YouTube (link here) and on local TV 

(link here). Our prayer is that people would turn to Christ 

with a wholehearted desire to see transformation that 

begins with oneself. Pray that Kip’ would speak clearly 

and helpfully words that are grounded in the Scriptures 

and which point to the Saviour Jesus as he continues with 

on-line devotions on YouTube. 

Kip’ has also continued his on-line teaching of Revelation 

for iServe and is encouraged that his students are 

learning to see how the whole Bible is united as one story 

that points to Christ our gracious Saviour.  

Our children have been helping us make little Bible plays to share on WhatsApp with friends 

and family (link for the latest one here). Pray that through these, little souls would come to 

know and love Jesus.  

Sunday school and Family life  

We have been running Sunday 

school on zoom, and get the 

sense that life is tough for kids 

during this season. Pray that we 

can encourage them through 

God’s word and that they find 

positive ways of using their time 

at home.  

Some of those we’ve got to know and with 
whom we’ll be sharing our vision document 

Rachel teaching the church children via Zoom 
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We would also value prayer for our own children, who have 

barely left our estate since March. Elijah (age 9) will continue 

on-line lessons with his school next term and Ezra, Susanna and 

Bethany will be home-schooling. Please pray for Susanna (age 

5), who had hoped to return to kindergarten and Ezra (age 7) 

who had hoped to join Elijah at his school. Thankfully, they are 

generally joyful and we are grateful for sunshine, bike rides and 

outside play with a couple of families in our neighbourhood. 

In all our ministry, please pray that we may speak the truth in 

love, that the body of Christ here in Kenya might grow in Him 

(Ephesians 4v16). May God be at work in us and in you, keeping 

our eyes fixed on the sure and glorious hope we have in Him. 

  With love and thanks from 

 Kip’, Rachel, Elijah, Ezra, Susanna and Bethany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more about our work see http://www.ufm.org.uk/member/kip-and-rachel-chelashaw/ 

For regular news by WhatsApp, contact Kip’ on Tel +254 722 772 700 

To unsubscribe from this newsletter, just ask! 

Having a break from schooling! 


