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Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, 
for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go. Joshua 1:9
 
Happy New Year! At Trinity, we have begun the year being reminded of our call to faith in God’s 
promises as we study the book of Joshua. The task of taking the gospel out can seem daunting. We 
are very aware of our limitations, weaknesses and ineffectiveness but rejoice that gospel work is 
God’s work. We cannot save anyone but He can and does. We hope that you too will hold on to the 
promise of God’s gospel and be encouraged that it is the power of salvation for all who believe.
 

Last year
 
It has been a while since our last prayer letter. We have had joys and sorrows, which is the nature of 
ministry. Our Church family has said goodbye to Chris and Beth Young who have served with us 
over the last two years. Chris is currently working at All Saints Preston so not too far away. We 
have welcomed back Peter Thomas, who was a student with us at the outset when we were only a 
group of 10. Peter is working as a ministry trainee and is a massive benefit to our Church life. He is 
a gifted musician who is helping others play instruments, teaching guitar and leading our music. On 
Christmas Day Rosie, our novice bass guitar player, led the congregation at our largest service of 
the year which had more unbelievers than any service we have ever had!
 

We have two new families who have joined us in the last term, which means we now have several 
children in Sunday Club: an answer to prayer. One family are committed believers, but the other is 
not. Please pray for this mother and daughter that they may come to know Jesus. We have had a few 
others join us temporarily as they pass through Lancaster, which is a joy but we would love it if 
others came who were planning on making Lancaster their home for the long haul. After freshers 
week we only had one new student join us last term, but we have a core of students from last year 
who are a delight to serve. 
 
We now run two bible studies. Tuesdays are for mostly non-students with Andy and Rosie Werner, 
children and teenagers come to that evening with their parents. Peter studies the same passage with 
the older children as their parents are doing. Wednesdays are at the Sooles and are mostly students. 
Both groups are studying a bible overview this year.
 
Sundays have seen us studying 1 Samuel and Mark’s gospel. We have a few people on the edge of 
Christian things joining us. Please pray that they will be captivated by Jesus in the coming year. 
Sunday nights, we have been running a discussion session called Big Questions. Last term Karen 
led  a  four-week  course  called  ‘More,  not  Less:  God’s  offer  to  men  and  women’ tackling  the 
misconceptions that some have about whether or not the bible is good for women.

Into 2020 

Lego Builders continues. Our numbers were lower last term, and we are in the process of working 
out how to best use this resource. We are praying for contact with families that will lead gospel 
fruit.
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Our Weekend Away
 
We are going to Coldwell Activity Centre from the 17th -19th January as a whole church. Nigel 
Styles will be speaking on James, and Polly Boyles is leading the work with the children. Nearly 
everyone is coming which we are delighted about. Please pray for Nigel and Polly and that this 
builds us up as a church family, strengthens us and envisions us for our next steps as a church.
 
Reaching Out
 
We are acutely aware that we are not scratching at the surface of reaching out to the housing estate 
we are closest to. We are beginning to make plans for the next academic year to find ways we can 
link in with people near us and share the gospel more effectively. Please pray that the church will 
want to commit to this task and that we will be wise in the way forward.
 

Barton Road Community Centre
 
We rejoice that we can use this facility particularly as it remains under threat from the council. It is 
an ideal location for us, and there are not any obvious alternatives. The social enterprise group that 
the council allow to manage the building have changed their status to a charity. We are not sure if 
that will impact on our options for the use of the building. Please pray that we may not only be able 
to continue to use the building but that we may be able to negotiate an affordable deal so that we 
can use it on Sunday afternoons/evenings too. We want to run more regular outreach on a Sunday 
afternoon from next September. 
 
The fields that the centre stands on have been subject to a court case: https://www.theguardian.com/
uk-news/2019/dec/14/village-green-land-at-risk-supreme-court-moorside-fields-lancaster.  The 
locals fear that the council want to develop this land. If  this were to happen we would have new 
families moving into the area although we need the community centre itself to be protected. Please 
pray that whatever happens will benefit gospel outreach.
 
Finally
 
Martin has stepped down as a GP and is now only working one day a week in hospital medicine. 
This  means  he  can  manage  the  preaching  load  and  lead  the  church  without  being  completely 
exhausted. Please pray for him as he adjusts to this new pattern of life. We are grateful that Rory 
Baxter preaches once or twice a term although this is a big commitment for him as he juggles work, 
and leading Sunday Club. Please pray for him and all the leadership team as they seek to serve our 
Lord faithfully.
 
We have started a weekly prayer breakfast on Tuesdays at 7:30 am because we are utterly dependent 
on God. We value you praying for us!

Thank you
 

Martin, Karen, Andy and Rosie
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